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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BLOOMING PRAIRIE
-STILL THE WELCOME PLACE- SPRING 2026

BUILDING HOURS AND OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP SUNDAYS @ 9AM

M-THURS 8A-3P AND FRIDAY 8A-12P ALSO BY RADIO: KOWZ 100.9FM OR

PH 507.583.6621 VIDEO: FACEBOOK.COM/FIRSTLUTHERANBP
EMAIL FIRSTLUTHOFFICE@YAHOO.COM FULL ARCHIVE OF WORSHIP & EDUCATION
WEB FIRSTLUTHERANBP.COM VIDEOS ON WEBSITE

,holy week
& easler

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29 9AM WORSHIP

PALM PARADE & QUILT DEDICATION
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF GUEST, REV. BRIAN SCOTT

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2  6:30 PM WORSHIP
WITH GRADE 5 COMMUNION MILESTONE

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 4 12 NOON WORSHIP
COMMUNITY SERVICE WITH OFFERING TO MINISTERIUM EMERGENCY FUND

EASTER SUNDAY, APRILS 7AM & 9AM WORSHIP
VISITORS EXPECTED! LIVE [x] FIRSTLUTHERANBP.COM & KOWZFM

" 434 FIRST ,1' W | BLOOMING PRAIRIE

CHURCH - THE WELCOME PLACE & "|



From Jhe Senior Pasfor

Dear Friends,

This winter, several new
faces arrived to walk laps in
our building. In February, we
began sharing space for a
new AA group. As the snow
melted, teenagers returned
for pickup basketball in our parking lot.
Newcomers are finding us through social
media livestreams, soup suppers, word of
mouth. A Sunday School parent group has
convened, and once in a while, canine
members stop in for a milk bone (and ear
scratches). When asked, each one said: we
heard we are welcome here.

And in this age of suspicion, isn’t that—in
itself—amazing? Christ's kingdom is not built
in a single moment, or by a single program. It
grows quietly...from one to the next, as
generations pass through our doors.
Whatever we offer in prayer, presence, and
action today is part of something far larger
than us.

Yes, growth happens at First Lutheran
through genuine welcome, trust, and
openness. The Risen Christ is simply already
here — silently, with love — in the halls where
folks walk, at the table where leaders pray
over ministry plans, and in the curious soul
who decided to visit.

As you read your spring newsletter, | pray you
will rejoice in all God is quietly doing to build
us up — and rejoice in your part in it. Genuine
welcome, true forgiveness in Jesus Christ,
and a new beginning is yours...to claim,
treasure, celebrate...and share.

Blessed Holy Week! Blessed Eastertide!
u .
Where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.  Matthew 18:20

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear Members of First Lutheran,

We are in the Lenten to Easter season. Many
things happening at First Lutheran Church
during this season with Wednesday soup
suppers and worship, Sunday worship and
Sunday school. | hope you are able to come
and worship the Lord Jesus.

God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will
not die but will have eternal life.  john 3:16

Blessings,

Doug Hillson

LOVE OUTPOURED

gARCH 2020

First Lutheran Church Council challenges you

to a CEREAL DRIVE

(any brand, any size)

FOR COMMUNITY PATHWAYS




FROM YOUR VICE-
PRESIDENT

Hello friends of First Lutheran,

First things first, when | was done on the
Church Council a year ago as President, my
last newsletter | said that maybe | would be
back in some capacity but didn’t think it
would be in the same capacity so soon. I'm
hopeful that my time and talents will be
beneficial to the Council again for the next
two years. Please let me know if there is
anything you are concerned about.

Speaking of talents, our speakers the last two
Wednesdays of Lent (Key Zellmer and Melissa
Stoen) have been fantastic and very
courageous for speaking of their faith and the
changes they have experienced in their faith.
Both really hit home with me, especially
Melissa when she said she is more intentional
of using her talents and her energy.

In this season of Lent and Spring, may we be
reminded that all will be new (and green)
again very soon, even if it’s ugly now.

For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;

For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

i

Jennifer Wayne

From The Associate Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

It’s always a gamble when
the last snowfall will actually
be in Minnesota. However,
things do seem to be
trending warmer!

With the hope of sunshine and higher
temperatures comes our plans for Spring and
Summer.

Our confirmation students are currently
attending Lenten Worships on Wednesday
Nights from 6:30 - 7:00pm. After Easter we
will continue with studying the New
Testament until our final day of
confirmation WEDNESDAY MAY 5, 2026. We
will have our annual BBQ that day. If you
would like to volunteer to help with this
activity please let me know! We mostly need
a few grill masters!

This summer we have a few events planned.
First up is VBS June 2, 3, and 4. Registration
opens soon and if your confirmation student
would like to volunteer as a helper please let
us know! We also want to take a special
moment to thank all of the older students
who helped with Sunday School this year!

We also will have two confirmation retreats
this summer. Students entering 8th and 9th
grade are invited to a fun day in Owatonna
(transportation provided) on Wednesday July
29th. Our 10th grade students have a
mandatory retreat Wednesday August 5th,
2026. Please put both of these in your
calendars now!

We are excited to finish the year strong and
spend quality time together before the
business of summer hits.

Peace, g} ,




CHURCH

MINISTRIES

holy week & easter
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434 FIRST ST SW | BLOOMING PRAIRIE l

Palm Sunday, March 29 Quilt Dedication Sunday

9:00 am Worship w/Sun Schl Processional
10:00 am Sunday School Family Egg Hunt
10:00 am Adult Forum - LWR

4:30 pm Communion Milestone Class

for Gr 5 (and beyond), and parent/s

Wednesday, April 1
NO Bible Study, NO Worship,
NO Confirmation, NO Senior Choir Practice

Maundy Thursday, April 2

6:30 pm Worship with Holy Communion

Milestone

Good Friday, April 3
12:00 pm Community Worship

Easter Sunday, April 5

7:00 am Sunrise Worship/HC/Senior Choir

& Brass

Celebration Worship/HC/Worship
Team/ & Live Radio Broadcast

Monday, April 6 — Church Building Closed

THE NEW CHRIST IN OUR HOME WILL BE HERE SOON

And will be in the rack in the narthex or by the office
within the next couple of weeks.

CONTEMPLATING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
Considering a membership transfer, adult or child
baptism, desiring to make your affiliation more formal
or returning after a time away? These are great
reasons to meet with a pastor and explore your
questions....
Welcome Milestone Sunday is also coming up on May
17, 2026, and we'd love to have you join us!
FMI: Pastor Heidi & Pastor Laurel

Office open M-F 507.583.6621

2026 FINANCIAL REPORT
General Fund

Income YTD: $81,299.84
Expenditures YTD (564,029.82)
Total: $17,270.02

PILLOW CLEANING will be at FLC on Wednesday,
April 22" from 7:30am-
5:00pm. You can also drop off
your pillows from 6-8pm on
Tuesday, April 21%t,

This service is sponsored by
the Wed. morning Women’s
Bible Circle.

EASTER FLOWERS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS

First Lutheran will create an Easter morning

spring atmosphere with beautiful white lilies.

If you wish to give a lily or make a memorial donation,
please call or stop by the office by Mon, Mar. 30.

COMMUNION MILESTONE will be celebrated on
Maundy Thursday, April 2" at 6:30pm worship. Class
for Grade 5 (and beyond) and families will be on
Sunday, March 29" @ 4:30pm.

THE NEW CHRIST IN OUR HOME WILL BE HERE SOON

And will be in the rack in the narthex or by the office
within the next couple of weeks.

CAMP @ GOOD EARTH VILLAGE
Did you know that summer camp is often
cited as one of the highlights of a child’s

2 i ; . faith journey? More info and registration is
online at goodearthvillage.org/register.
Questions? Phone 507-346-2494. Programs for all
ages. Partial camperships will be available, made
possible thru FLCW and generous individuals. Good
Earth Village will let us know once your student/s is
registered for camp with First Lutheran Church,
Blooming Prairie listed as your congregation.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED of a pastoral visit,

or know someone requesting spiritual support, please
contact the church office at 583.6621.




CHURCH MINISTRIES

SERVICE LEADERS:

April: Shelley Prihoda & Carol Kirkebon
May: Tammy Bordeaux & Sadie Steele
June: Lisa Bruns & Jean Schwartz

July: Linda Knutson

August: Laura Dale

USHERS:

April: Joel Blome, Rick Hansen, Davin Johnson, Doug
Kinny, Steve Vaith

May: Kurt Blome, Jeff Kramer, Dean Naatz

June: Wayde Bishop, Doug Hillson, Tammy Bordeaux

COMMUNION PREPARER:

Apr 2 (Maundy Thursday) -

Apr 5 (7am Easter Sun) — Bev Hoveland
Apr 5 (9am Easter Sun) - Tammy Bordeaux
Apr 19 -

May: Leanne Holland

June: Tammy Bordeaux

COMMUNION SERVERS:

Apr 2 (Maundy Thur) — Pam Ingvalson, Jennifer Milton,
Bill Rinkenberger

Apr 5 (Easter Sunday 7am) — Holli Naatz, Joanne
Sorenson, Elaine Vermilyea

Apr 5 (Easter Sunday 9am) — Deb Wurst, Debb
Bjornson, Judy Brudwick

Apr. 19 — Mark & Becky Noble, Cheryl Olson

May 3 - Greg & Allyson Skillestad, Sadie Steele
May 17 —=Tammy Bordeaux, Barb Ruhter, Beatriz
Cardenas

June 7 - Judy Bishop, Kurt Blome, Suzi Burt

June 21 - Ruth Earl, Bev Hoveland, Pam Ingvalson

LECTORS:

Apr. 2 (Maundy Thurs.) — Pam Ingvalson
Apr. 5 —-7am — Roger Sorenson
Apr. 5 -9am - Mary Worke
Apr. 12 — Becky Noble

Apr. 19 - Jaclyn Schlichter
Apr. 26 — Deb Wurst

May 3 —Terri Zwiener

May 10 — Ashley Boehnke

May 17 - Judy Bishop

May 24 - Barb Blome

May 31 — Ruth Earl

June 7 = Pam Ingvalson

LECTORS (continued):
June 14 - Jaxon Meier
June 21 - Jennifer Milton
June 28 - Becky Noble

ACOLYTES:

Apr 2 (Maundy Thur) — Tryston Perrigo, Noah Bartness
Apr 5 (7am) — William Schultz,

Apr 5 (9am) — Cora Stoen, Emma Trom

Apr 12 — Maci Basness, Paisley Wolf

Apr 19 — Raelynn Holdgrapher, Ethan Hullopeter

Apr. 26 — Cash Salinas, Max Wondra

May 3 - Skylar Valek, Linkynn Doocy

May 10 — Chase Wangen, Kashton Witt

May 17 — Meredith Prestegard, Tucker Schneider

May 24 — Peyton Peterson, Trysten Perrigo

May 31 — Noah Bartness, William Schultz

*June 1 - Laila Ebeling,

*June 8 — Skylar Valek,

*June 15 — Lyanne Hanenberger,

*June 22 — Emma Trom,

*For June there will also be a 4" grader scheduled each
Sun. and added once they go through training in April.

Coffee on Sundays is on a volunteer basis. The sign-up
sheet is on the kitchen bulletin board. If no one has
signed up you are welcome to make coffee, tend to it,
and clean up afterwards.

ONLINE GIVING Every week = more

Give Now users. Why not try?
firstlutheranbp.com Click the blue
button.

=.AND WHILE

YOU’RE ONLINE Find us on
become a fan of Facebook
your church on

Facebook! Daily posts for news, inspiration, and fun.
facebook.com/firstlutheranbp

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Palm Sunday parade during church @ 9 AM for all
Students 3yo through sixth grade — March 29

NO Sunday School April 5 (Easter Sunday)

Acolyte training April 26" @ 10am for Gr 4+ w/parents
May 3 3yo-Gr 4 sing @ 9am worship

May 3 Last day of Sunday school




Coming to First Lutheran on

Sunday, March 29, 2026
&

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

9am Worship

includes
Affirming God’s love for all people,
Guest Preacher Lutheran World Relief works with
: Lutherans and partners around the
Rev. Brian Scott world to end poverty, injustice and

Lutheran World Relief human suffering. Founded by

Lutherans in the United States at

i - 1 the end of World War I, LWR
Q ui lt Ded ication tackles global poverty by helping
followed by people adapt to the challenges that

threaten their livelihoods and well-

10am Adult Forum being. They provide aid in

’ emergencies and help families
hear more about LWR’s work restore their lives. They partner

around the world, ask questions, with local leaders to grow rural
walk away with knowledge and ~ economies and build healthy

. . communities, breaking the cycle
hope for how First Lutheranisa poverty so our neighbors all

partner in global mission around the world can thrive.

About Rev. Brian Scott

Brian has been an ELCA pastor for almost 25 years, serving
congregations around Minnesota. Now he is proud to work with
Lutheran World Relief. For over 80 years, LWR has tackled global
poverty by helping people adapt to the challenges that threaten
their livelihoods and well-being. They provide aid in emergencies
and help families restore their lives. They partner with local leaders
to grow rural economies and build healthy communities. When not
traveling for LWR, Brian lives in Red Wing with his wife and their
dog.
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Exploringithe Natire of God

STfundays|June 2,3 & 4] 2-3:30pm

for students who have completed 3yo preschool-Grade 4

An offering of $15 per student/$35 per family
helps to cover curriculum, crafts, snacks & t-shirt.

REGISTER BEFORE MAY 22 BY OR CODE
OR VISIT firstlutheranbp.com/vbs




Contemplating Membership?

Considering a membership transfer from another
faith community to First Lutheran?

Enrolled in church programming?
Returning after a time away?

Been around awhile, and desiring to make your
affiliation more formal?

First Lutheran warmly welcomes you to
consider YOUR part in our mission of worship,
study and service!

Q

Pastoral Conversation g’s
May 3 @10am S

Fellowship Room

For newcomers AND those returning
to active participation in faith

Welcome Milestone Sunday is May 17, 2026
9am Recognition | 10am Reception & Orientation

First Lutheran PieceMakers Event on now thru Easter loVE ou I p o"RED
SPONSOR-A-QUILT

=

$4 per quilt

P | is "
Cost of shipping i Faster basket gift!

sponsorsh'\p is calorie-free & makes a grea

VISIT KICSK IN NARTHEX First Lutheran Church Council challenges you

z
&

QUILT DEDICATION MARCH 29 - 9AM to a CEREAL DRIVE
STOP BY ANYTIME BUILDING IS OPEN (any brand, any size)
THROUGH EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 5, 2026 FOR COMMUNITY PATHWAYS

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH - THE WELCOME PLACE
434 First Street SW | Blooming Prairie, MN



April 2026
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Simple, convenient and secure.

Consider automated giving as a one-time
or recurring way to practice stewardship.
Click the blue button online to begin
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Sunday Schedule Staff

Sunday Worship 9:00 am in person or on Senior Pastor
KOWZ 100.9 FM & FB Live

Associate Pastor

In-person Education Hour 10:00 am — 10:50 am

Church Office Hours Dir.ector'of N
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am — 3:00 pm Children’s Ministry
Friday 8:00am —12:00pm Admin. Secretary

Contact the Church Office 507.583.6621 phone .
Accompanists

Emergency Phone Numbers
Pastor Heidi Heimgartner 507.583.2001 home Worship Team
507.269.9056 cell

Pastor Laurel Meester 641.425.5921 cell

Gary Thorson 507.676.1050 cell
Wedding Coordinator

Rev. Heidi S. Heimgartner
pastorheidiheimgartner@hotmail.com

Rev. Laurel Meester
limidthun@gmail.com

Tracy Madsen

tracymadsen03@gmail.com

Danielle Hein

firstluthoffice@yahoo.com

Betty Ingvaldson, Christine Butler,
Karla lacovino,

Melissa Stoen
melissa.stoen@gmail.com

Tom Blome, Dustin Kremer,
Dennis Sauke, Jaclyn Schlichter,
Allyson Skillestad, Isaac Stoen, and
Pastor Laurel

Holli Naatz

LATEST INFORMATION ON THE WEB @ Custodians Gary Thorson, Wanda Edge
i Visitation Pastor Rev. Dick Hegal
firstlutheranbp.com
e lutherbp65@yahoo.com 507.259.0243
FaCEbOOk Mailing Address: First Lutheran Church / PO Box 697 / Blooming

Prairie, MN 55917

facebook.com/firstlutheranbp

CHANGE OF ADDRESS / UNSUBSCRIBE

phone 507.583.6621 email firstluthoffice@yahoo.com
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